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Development Agency of 
Valkeakoski Region Ltd

supports business development 
in Valkeakoski Region
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Development Agency of Valkeakoski
Region Ltd (Vaske)

� founded in 1983 in Valkeakoski

� regional development agency 
since 1996 

� owned by the municipalities and 
stakeholders in South Pirkanmaa

� 16 employees

� turnover EUR 1,5 million in 2003 
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Valkeakoski Region

� population approx 42 300 (2003)

� 1698 enterprises with 9898 employees
(2002)

� economic structure (2002)

• agriculture, forestry and fishery 4,4%

• industry and construction 46,3%

• private and public services 47,4% 

� major industry sectors
• metal industry 

• wood product industry 

• chemical wood industry and packaging industry  
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Kylmäkoski

� population 2 632

� employment rate 65,6%

� economic structure 
• agriculture, forestry and fishery 17,5%

• industry and construction 36,9%

• private and public services 43,8%

(percentage of all jobs in 2002)
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Toijala

� population 8 305

� employment rate 63,3%

� economic structure
• agriculture, forestry and fishery 1,6%

• industry and construction 45,9%

• private and public services 50,6%
(percentage of all jobs in 2002)



Valkeakosken Seudun Kehitys Oy 29.3.2006 6

www.vaske.fi

Urjala

� population 5 556

� employment rate 63,6%

� economic structure
• agriculture, forestry and fishery 16,1%

• industry and construction 32,0% 

• private and public services 48,3%
(percentage of all jobs in 2002)
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Valkeakoski

� population 20 474 

� employment rate 64,7% 

� economic structure
• agriculture, forestry and fishery 1,6%

• industry and construction 50,8% 

• private and public services 46,0%
(percentage of all jobs in 2002)
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Viiala

� population 5 329

� employment rate 66,4%

� economic structure
• agriculture, forestry and fishery 3,3%

• industry and construction 43,9%

• private and public services 50,3%
(percentage of all jobs in 2002)
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Shareholders

� municipalities 96%
• Kylmäkoski
• Toijala
• Urjala
• Valkeakoski
• Viiala

� others 4%
l UPM-Kymmene Oyj l Valkeakosken Sanomat
l Valkeakosken Osuuspankki l Metso Paper Oy
l Valkeakoski Chamber of Commerce l Nordea 
Pankki Suomi Oyj l Säteri Oy l Valkeakoski Handicraft and 
SME Society l Toijalan Osuuspankki l Urjalan Osuuspankki
l Association of Entrepreneurs in Valkeakoski

Share capital EUR 1 million
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Business Developer

� supports profitable enterprise 
initiatives and job creation

� develops companies’ business 
activities and know-how 

� creates favourable conditions for 
local companies

� promotes the innovative environment 
of Valkeakoski region
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Strong Collaborator

� in-depth knowledge of the area 

� broad view on the regional 
development 

� skilled and versatile personnel 

� dynamic actor

� well-known influencer
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Vision

Vaske is an active, 
future-oriented and desired partner 

that develops companies and their 
business environment.
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Operating Principles

� customer orientation 
and reliability 

� willingness and ability 
for collaboration 

� continuous self-improvement 
and innovation

� effectiveness
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Business-
VASKE

Expertise-
VASKE

Regional Centre 
Programme

Competent Organisation

Administration
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Administration and Marketing 
(2)

• Managing Director Raimo Koskela
• Office Secretary Kaija Manninen

BusinessVASKE
(5)

Business Advisors
• Vesa Varho (Valkeakoski)

• Jorma Ranta (Toijala, Viiala)
• Seppo Seppänen 
(Urjala, Kylmäkoski)

Rural Business Advisor
• Risto J. Rantala

Ensimetri Business Advisor
• Sirpa Joki

ExpertiseVASKE
(7)

Competence Development
• Development Manager

Eeva Sipilä

Innovaske 
Business Incubator

• Business Incubator Manager 
Jukka Huilla

Project Administration
• EU Coordinator

Tiina Harala

Regional Centre 
Programme

(2)
Implementation

• Regional Centre Programme 
Manager

Heidi Chalhoub
• Regional Secretary

Katja Gråsten

•Centre of Expertise Programme
• Operative tasks

• Municipal managers’ forum
• Regional committee

Organisation
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Vaske has positive impacts

on companies’ competitiveness, regional employment 

and the development of Valkeakoski Region
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BusinessVASKE
� provides advice and business premises to new and existing 

businesses

� develops the know-how of individual companies

� supports new business start-ups and promotes networking

� acts as an intermediary between the municipalities and local 
businesses

South Pirkanmaa

Rural Business Advisor Risto Rantala

Ensimetri Business Advisor Sirpa Joki

Urjala, Kylmäkoski

Business Advisor Seppo Seppänen

Toijala, Viiala

Business Advisor Jorma Ranta

Valkeakoski

Business Advisor Vesa Varho
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ExpertiseVASKE

� develops the know-how of companies and their employees 
(projects)

� ensures the availability of high-skilled work force

� promotes knowledge-intensive business

� is responsible for the implementation of MAC (Maintenance and 
Automation Centre)

� provides services by the Technical Research Centre of Finland 
(VTT)

Project 
Administration

EU Coordinator
Tiina Harala

Innovaske Business 
Incubator

Business Incubator Manager
Jukka Huilla

Competence 
Development

Development Manager
Eeva Sipilä
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Regional Centre Programme
� strengthens Valkeakoski Region’s position as the regional centre

� enhances cooperation between the municipalities

� utilises the Tampere Region Centre of Expertise Programme 
and other networks

� performs regional operative tasks:

• municipal managers’ forum, regional committee, 
EU Objective 2 Programme

� is financed by the State and local municipalities

Implementation of the Regional Centre Programme

Regional Centre Programme Manager Heidi Chalhoub

Regional Secretary Katja Gråsten


